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“India cannot afford to be out of the BRICS grouping. Ideological and pragmatic strands of India’s

foreign policy have gone 'hand in hand' to find a best possible position for India through the years,

contemplated Prof. Varun Sahni, Vice Chancellor of Goa University during his lecture  on “BRICS :

Yesterday’s story or a sign of the coming times?” held recently at The International Centre Goa, Dona

Paula. This lecture was  part of ICG Lecture Series by Eminent Persons initiated at  The International

Centre Goa. The lecture was chaired by Shri Eduardo Faleiro, President, Goa Study Group; Chairman,

World Council for Peace – India and former Union Minister of State for External Affairs former Union

Minister of State for External Affairs. This programme was organised by The International Centre Goa

in association with Goa Study Group. 

Sahni; Professor in International Politics at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi (currently on deputation 

leave), mentioned further, “the topic is of a special interest  in India today, and particularly in Goa. But 

what we need to ponder upon and what is ceratinly a matter of interest is the stunning silence from the 

western media reports; that have barely no mention about BRICS meeting featured in their news. This 

by itself is a point to be noted about what the west feels about this grouping of nations. “The genesis of 

BRICS began in 2001 onwards”, he explained; it was in view of  a series of reports from leading 

investment bank, Goldmann Sachs. Those tightly interlinked reports were; then, suggesting that “the 

world has changed and there was  an indispensable need  to reorganize the world's governance 

structures to include four countries, namely; Brazil, Russia, India and China”. These remarks were in  

the backdrop of the future size of these economies and also the impact that these countries would have 

on the world economy and globalization. Thus it was suggested that there was a need to broaden and 

widen the significant roles of these participant countries on the world forum. “The other story” Prof. 

Sahni highlighted further, is that was forgotten by the world; was the influence of another remarkable 

figure, namely Yevgeny Primakov Russian premiere - foreign minister; an academic, spy and diplomat,

who in 1999 promoted an idea of a new strategic triangle to counterbalance the US, and this will 

involve the countries of Russia, India and China. But, the seeds were sown, when historically Vladimir 

Lenin  interestingly observed in 1923; that it is of core significance these three countries that account 

for the majority (i.e. 46 %) of the world's population; need to have an alliance of these states that will 

ultimately lead to BRICS formation.

Prof. Sahni; who was  conferred the prestigious VKRV Rao Prize in Social Sciences for 2006,  elaborated

further, “on the basis of the ten largest national world economies ( in terms of GDP in Trillion  US

Dollars) there is projection that in a time frame of three decades, i.e. in 2050;  China will topple US

from top position and to fall in second place and India will rise to third place. This suggests that world

power substantially will shift from the euro-atlantic to asia-pacific region. Although US position will

remain significant; the major european economies would remain significantly conspicuous. It is also to

be noted that  Africa will  continue to remain absent and Latin  America (Brazil  & Mexico) will be

contenders in the hierarchy. Prof. Sahni cautioned, that this hypothetical projection may not be taken



for granted; as the predictions have missed on and will also be subject to impact of climate change,

impact  of  new network of  financial  production and exchange and the probability of  a  new global

financial currency to replace present dominant USD.

Prof. Sahni, who served from 2008 – 12 as the 10th Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jammu; speculated,

why  are  BRICS  countries  in  this  grouping  at  all?  He  explained,  “there  are  varying  motives  and

different  approaches  by  each  member.  It  is  understood  commonly  that  the  primary  motive  is  to

challenge  the  structures  of  global  governance;  which  each  of  the  states  will  not  be  able  to  enact

individually.  Apart  from this  motive,  for  Russia  it  is  political;  for  China  it  is  an  opportunity  to

challenge a status quo at a low cost to itself. This grouping also gives China a cover. China invited

South Africa, an African nation to enter this alliance so that it may circumvent the India – Brazil –

South Africa (IBSA) alliance; and thus and make IBSA a redundant grouping. Meanwhile for Brazil;

its diplomacy has be played on a basis that this alliance is the best vehicle for it to achieve its global

role and recognition. For South Africa; its welcome into the  summit was a complete game changer. It

strengthened its image and self perception as an active global citizen and as a leader among countries in

Africa and with an assured role in global governance. Above all BRICS has been a significant player in

terms of global development cooperation and this has been an advantage for all member nations, he

said.

Also importantly; today India is most positively inclined to the US and is oriented so, more than any of

the  other  countries.  Being  an  active  player  and  part  of  BRICS  will  send  a  strong  signal  to  the

Washington that “yes we align with you (US) to an extent of 75% ; but on some other core issues we

are not on same side; and BRICS allows India with an advantage to do that, he explained. Besides,

BRICS membership rekindles strong ties with Russia and builds a much needed bridge with China, he

added.

Prof Sahni continued, “are the BRICS relevant today? “BRICS countries have economically slowed

down in recent years, Brazil & Russia have recently been in recession, South Africa has shown a slow

growth at rate of 1.5 percent; China is in a slowdown mode. On the whole we will have an argument

that; in relative terms and in view of other partner nations, it is only India that is “economically doing

well”. 

Prof.  Sahni  concluded  “the  faster  pace  at  which  US relative  declines,  the  better  it  would  be  for

perspectives of other BRICS nations; but for this trend will not favour India; as we will be unwilling to

swap US global hegemony to China’s continental hegemony and this will  ultimately not be in our

countries interest. Also a reformation of global governance of these five large states will transform into

a stronger organization, only if they will be able to conveniently add new states when a need arises.

Finally, there should be a permanent secretariat set up well south of the equator, perhaps in Rio de

Janeiro or in CapeTown and this  grouping should be renamed as a  “cooperation organisation”,  he

suggested.
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