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Decentralisation - a vital ingredient for development agree Prof. Gadgil &

Prof. Bhaduri Tuesday, 26
th
 August, 2014 

“Decentralisation to the lowest levels is the vital ingredient for a ideal development model for

the country. Give power to the states and this will certainly create more accountability”

agreed Prof. Madhav Gadgil and Prof. Amit Bhaduri. Both visiting research professors at Goa

University discussed in detail “The Development Model India Needs” at an interactive

session organised by The International Centre Goa and Goa University recently.

Prof.  Bhaduri  (Dayanand  Bandodkar  Chair,  Professor  in  Political  Economy  at  Goa

University) contemplated that in the last few decades, there has been an adverse change in the

growth model, the country continues to be in deficit and employment rate has come down

drastically.  To  compete  in  the  international  market,  industries  manufacture  standardised

goods; thereby increasing output, but on the other hand reducing employment. In  the age of

“development politics”, land is being taken in the name of development, ultimately leading to

an  assault  on  livelihoods,  thereby  causing  a  huge  unemployment  crisis  and  rise  to  an

“underbelly” of development.

“A probable  solution” Prof.  Bhaduri  recommended is  to  invert  the trend  of  international

competitiveness  and  redirect  it  to  the  domestic  market.  He  explained  “India  gives  huge

amount of subsidy to corporates. The focus of the government should now be to persuade

corporates to provide to the domestic market, this in one way will yield a high employment

and lead to a positive domestic growth and development”.

Prof. Gadgil (D D Kosambi Chair Professor in Interdisciplinary Studies at Goa University)

on the other hand explained how rapid industrialization; in the name of development,  are

allowed  to  operate  with  fraudulent  environmental  clearances.  This  causes  negative

implications on livelihoods and detrimental effect to the ecology. 

Citing the situation in Goa, Prof. Gadgil described how this skewed model has perversely

created a law and order situation in the recent past. He  said that there is abundant evidence of

industries that have functioned with false information produced in their environment impact

assessment reports. He explained that when the Justice Shah Commission showed illegality in

mining activities, it recommended that cooperative enterprises be formed so that operations

are in the hands of the people who will have more responsibility to their environment and

thus there will be minimum adverse effect on the same.  



Both Prof. Bhaduri and Prof. Gadgil urged the government in Goa to take positive steps to

embrace the PM's slogan of taking the aspiration of  people into consideration so that the

country as a whole will benefit from the same. 
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